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Welcome to the new academic year!  

We hope everyone enjoyed a good break over the summer and that you are all looking forward to         
resuming your ARCh sessions. Please remember to check with your school when you should restart if you 
haven’t already done so.   

Most volunteers start working with new children in September. Please ask your school to complete the 
Child Detail form for each child.  

Once you have read the completed forms, please pass them to the ARCh office so that we can maintain 
our database and produce accurate statistics regarding the children we are working with.  

If you have any problems getting the forms completed please inform your Field Worker.                         
We are here to support you. 

Our Getting to Know You sheet has some useful questions to ask children to help volunteers get to know 
their new children. If you would like a copy please contact us. 

What an exciting time we had last term!  On 2nd June it was announced that ARCh had been honoured 
with the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, the equivalent of an MBE for a voluntary group and the 
highest endorsement of our work.  Our longest standing volunteers and supporters were invited to the 

presentation ceremony which Cokethorpe School kindly hosted.  The Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire, Tim Stevenson, presented the award 
which Jane and Elaine were delighted to accept on  
behalf of all volunteers. 

As part of the celebrations they also attended a      
Buckingham Palace garden party and the Patrons 
Lunch which took place in the Mall. 

It is such a great honour to receive this award and    
being the year of Her Majesty’s 90th birthday made it   
extra special. 

 
ARCh Volunteer Meeting 18th July 

Celebrations continued when we were delighted to welcome Sir Tony Baldry, Deputy Lieutenant for      
Oxfordshire, to our meeting. Sir Tony has known of ARCh since its inception in 2008 as at that time he 
was MP for Banbury and gave us some useful advice regarding starting up as a local charity. His         
presence at our celebratory meeting was therefore most fitting. After congratulating all ARCh volunteers 
for their work in Oxfordshire, Sir Tony  presented awards to a number 
of long standing volunteers. Four volunteers (Jackie Gould, Biddy 

Rounce, Rosemary Fiander and 
Angela Wiggle) were commended 
for each completing an amazing 
15 years’ volunteering. We are so 
fortunate to have such dedicated 
and committed volunteers.  

The Oxford Mail ran a double page 
article showcasing the work of 
some of our award winning       
volunteers.           

http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/
news/14656143.Army_of_volunteers_pick_up_richly_deserved_awards/ 
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The Christopher     
Quinton Award 

We were pleased that 
Carol Quinton, widow of 
former Chairman of ARCh 
Trustees Christopher 
Quinton, was able to join 
us at the meeting to     
present a special award in his memory. This year the 
award was given to Margaret Hobson who, after many 
years of supporting children in Sibford Gower School, is 
moving to Dorset to be near family. 

 

Bicester Good Citizen Award 2016 

Congratulations to  Val 
Webster who  received 
this award in May from 
Bicester’s Town Mayor 
Jolanta Lis. 

Oxfordshire Community & Voluntary   
Action (OCVA) award  

This was presented to Enid Barker for her 
17 years’ volunteering in West Kidlington     
Primary School.  

(One of the first     
children Enid worked 
with is now a parent 
herself at the school 
and we are pleased to 
report that her child is 
a keen reader!)                        

Congratulations Enid! 

 

In May the ARCh team and a few volunteers        
competed in the Oxford Rotary Fun Run in the      
University Park and raised more than £700 in      
sponsorship. 

In May, Sophie Mavor received a 
Certificate of Honour from Oxford 
City Council for her work with     
children in Orchard Meadow       
Primary in Blackbird Leys and for 
also helping with cycling proficiency 

classes at other city schools.  

She is pictured with Lord Lieutenant 
Tim Stevenson, and Lord Mayor of 

          Oxford, Rae Humberstone. 
ARCh (itself) is the Banbury Community      
Organisation of the year and Ro and Sophie 
attended an 
event at which 
they were      
presented with 
this wonderful 
cup!               
Congratulations 
to us! 

This summer, ARCh joined forces with the Oxford into 
Oxford project, which is 
run by Oxford University, 
attending family events at 
Florence Park (Flofest) 
and the Blackbird Leys 
Festival in an effort to  
recruit more volunteers 

Chair of Trustees Mark Hofman presented the ARCh    
Annual Report to the meeting. Copies of the report are 
available from the office upon request.  

Maggie’s Day 

The Maggie Evans Fund held Maggie’s Day in June at The Story Museum 
in Oxford. This annual event was attended by supporters, family and 
friends along with children from 8 local primary schools. Julia joined Jackie 
Gould (ARCh volunteer at Dunmore Primary) for a lovely celebratory     
afternoon. 

The Maggie Evans Fund generously supported our Read With the Stars 
event last year.  

Oxford University Press is 

producing Christmas cards to 

be sold in aid of ARCh this year. 

We will have them available to 

purchase in good time for the 

festive season 



We don’t often get feedback from parents so we were delighted to receive an email request to pass this 
on to a volunteer last term; 

“Mrs T, your reports were so helpful, detailed and perceptive. Edward 
has loved his sessions with you and I cannot express how grateful we 
are to you, and the ARCh programme, for encouraging Edward's (now 
healthy) love of reading. A couple of nights ago he read Star Wars to 
us all as a 'family bedtime story' - cover to cover - and last night, Ed-
ward grabbed my Good Housekeeping cookery book to read about the 
various recipes he'd like to make over summer. He fell asleep with the 
book by his bed! 

Most importantly though, you have given him  confidence to try new 
things. My little boy is now that bit-more-grown-up and prepared to 
take on next year. 

Thank you.” 

 

 

                                   

Phonics 

There is great emphasis on phonic teaching in schools currently. Although not essential for their work, 
some volunteers want to know more about how phonics are taught. Schools are happy for our volunteers 
to sit in on a phonic session with a class if they wish – we suggest just asking the teacher if you would like 
to do this.  

There is lots of useful information on the Oxford Owl website  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/expert-help/phonics-made-easy 

Company Volunteering Scheme 

We are moving into our 5
th

 year of working with Oxford University Press and last term trained another 7 of 
their staff as ARCh volunteers. 

 

At the end of the term children from Pegasus, St Ebbes and St     
Barnabas primary schools had a fabulous afternoon at OUP attending 
a workshop with publisher Cath Haynes and visiting the OUP library 
and museum. A great time was had by children and   volunteers alike. 
Simon Haynes and his company SH Creative are very kindly         
producing a film of the event and this will be appearing on our      
website soon. 

 

Our company volunteering scheme is very effective as it not only   
benefits the children support but also provides employees with a volunteering opportunity they would not normally 
have.  The volunteering aids their personal development and enables individuals and the businesses they work in to 
support their local community. 

 

For children’s publishers such as OUP and Lion 
Hudson it also provides useful market research. 

We are keen to work with more businesses in this 
way so please do pass any contacts on to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading-owl/expert-help/phonics-made-easy


Child Protection Refreshers 

Child Protection is of the utmost importance within ARCh and the responsibility of every volunteer, staff member 
and trustee. It is good practice for all to regularly revisit the ARCh Safe from Harm Code. Each volunteer is given a 
card with the code on at their initial training. Any volunteer who has mislaid the card should request a replacement 
from the office.  

We are now asking all volunteers to attend a refresher session on safeguarding every 3 years. We will be running 
a number of sessions this autumn and invitations will be issued from the office. 

Carousing with Shakespeare, North Wall, Oxford 
Sunday 6

th
 November 7.30pm 

We were delighted to be informed that ARCh is to receive 50% 
of proceeds from tickets sales for this event. The ARCh staff 
team has already booked front row seats! Please see http://
www.thenorthwall.com/oxford-
theatre.php?s=carousing-with-
shakespeare. 

 You can book your seat online or by 
calling the North Wall Theatre on 
(01865) 319450. We hope to see you 
there for an enjoyable evening of 
Shakespeare themed entertainment. 

Funding Thank You’s 

The Funding Network 

Morrisons 

Bernard Sunley 

Sport Relief 

Waitrose Headington 

BMW 

Thame Lions 

Henley Rotary 

Oxford Rotary 

Blackbird Leys Parish Council 

Thame Town Council  

Magnox 

Bicester Town Council 

Thank you to Tesco Bicester who allow us to use their       
Community Room for small training sessions free of charge. 
We ran our Recall training session there in July and here are 
some of the trainees proudly displaying their certificates 

Books and Games 

We still have some money left to buy books and games to inspire children so 
please do pass any requests to us.  

Games are an important part of every ARCh session and good quality ones are 
expensive to buy. If you have any games you are no longer using please pass 
them to your Field Worker or bring them to book exchanges, coffee mornings 
etc.  

If you find pieces missing in games you can contact the manufacturer and    
usually they will send the missing piece direct to you. 

Old is the New Young, Oxford Town Hall  

Friday 30
th

 Sept 10am till 4pm 

This is a super event showcasing all sorts of opportunities/
activities available  for older people in Oxford. We will be      
manning an ARCh stall – please do come along to see us.  
Spread the word amongst family and friends – we are hoping to 
recruit more volunteers to help Oxford children. 

Another way to support ARCh… 

We are now in a position to offer     
direct debit subscriptions for         
charitable giving.  By giving £10 per 
month to ARCh you could help a 
school by funding ARCh support for 
one child for the whole year.  Please 
contact the office for more               
information. 

Older Peoples Day in Bicester 

We will have a presence at this             
Information Fair on Friday 30th September 
10.30am-1.30pm at the Ex Services Club 
Sheep Street, Bicester.  Do come along 
and support our recruitment drive if you 
are in Bicester that morning. 



Book Exchange Meetings 

We are looking forward to seeing everyone at our 
book swap meetings this term – please see the 
Dates for Diary page. Volunteers are welcome to 
attend any of the venues; drop in any time during the 
sessions (or stay for the whole time!) and enjoy    
refreshments whilst browsing our books and chatting 
with other volunteers. 

Next New Volunteer Training Course 27th and 28th September 

There are still places available on our next training course so do please spread the word to 
anyone who may be interested in volunteering for ARCh. We have a particular need for new 
volunteers in Oxford, Banbury, Kidlington, Bicester, Didcot, Berinsfield and Brackley. 

This year we are piloting a project in schools in Blackbird Leys, whereby our volunteers will work with children in their 
final year of primary (Year 6) and continue to work with them for at least their first term in secondary school. This 
work is being part funded by The Funding Network, as a result of a “Dragon’s Den” style presentation Elaine and 
Jane made to a room of potential funders in May. We hope to recruit at least 10 volunteers for this project so if you 
are interested or know someone who would like to train as an ARCh volunteer to help us with this please get in 
touch. 

Read-A-Thon Event 

We wanted to make you aware of 
the Oxfordshire Children’s Read-a
-Thon & Family Fun day which is 
running at Milton Manor on the 
17

th
 September 2016. This event 

is recommended by ARCh,      
especially for all book lovers! 

Coffee Mornings These are being held at various locations this 
term, as per Dates for Diary page.  These events provide an          
opportunity to share volunteering experiences in an informal           

environment. ARCh volunteers from 
all areas are welcome to attend. 

Christmas Meeting 6th December 

We are pleased to be     
welcoming Korky Paul as 
our guest speaker. Korky is 
a patron of ARCh and will 
be sharing the joy of his 
illustrations (Winne the 
Witch and others) with us. 
An afternoon not to be 
missed so please add the 
date to your diary now. Invitations will be 
sent nearer the time.  

Ideas Workshop 

This popular refresher/workshop is an opportunity to share ideas and inspiration on 
making ARCh sessions fun.  It is being held at Kidlington Baptist Church on Tuesday 4

th
 

October from 12 midday (lunch provided) until 2.30pm.       

The session follows immediately after the Oxford book exchange which takes place  
during the morning. Please contact the office if you wish to reserve a place.  

Pupil Survey 

We have been analysing the responses to our pupil survey over the summer and will be publishing the 
results this term. We are very grateful to Louise Wheeler of Research Oxford for all her help with this.  

In the meantime we would like to share some of the comments schools have made about their ARCh    
volunteers. 

“Once again I cannot praise ARCh highly enough for the work with the children” 

“Our ARCh volunteer is a valued member of our team”   

“Child has made massive progress over the year”   

“Volunteer and child have formed a lovely relationship”     

“Fantastic 1-1 time which is desperately needed”   

“Volunteer has worked wonders with this child”  

Any specific feedback about individual volunteers will be fed back to that volunteer in due course.   

A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS 


