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W 
e are delighted to announce the publication 
of a report on fathers work in Oxfordshire. 
Future-proofing fathers work  was researched 

and written by Martin Andrews and commissioned by  
Oxfordshire Parenting Forum, and is a follow-up to our 
previous report, From the Margins to the Mainstream, 
published in December 2014.  

Copies of the report can be downloaded here. 

The report has already received positive feedback from 
national fathers' organisations. Jeremy Davies, head of 
communications at the Fatherhood Institute, commented 
that the report shows an impressive level of father focus 
in Oxfordshire, but also highlights how vital it is that ser-
vices with a genuine 'whole family' focus become the 
norm.  

He added: "Father-inclusive practice takes serious, strate-
gic commitment at local authority level, as well as 
changes in mindset and approach at the grassroots; there 
is no quick fix. Dads are not a 'special group'; mainstream 
services should be adapting to meeting dads' as well as 
mums' needs - even, or perhaps especially, in the context of budget cuts." 

Seany O'Kane, CEO of Think Fathers, said:  "From my experience, father-inclusiveness in Oxfordshire is 
much more advanced than some of the practices I have encountered in other parts of the UK and 
should actually be used and promoted to highlight best practice nationally."  

Professor Tina Miller of Oxford Brookes University said: "The research and activities reported in     
Martin Andrews' excellent report focusing on Oxfordshire should be used as an example of how to 
think differently and much more inclusively about fathers when planning services, from local commu-
nity-based activities to national level policy change." 

 

Local recognition 

An article about the report was published in The Oxford Times on 23rd June, emphasising the report’s 
focus on the importance of continuing father-inclusive activities  in the children’s centres that survive 
the council’s budget cuts.  

Former OPF chairman Chris Sewell is quoted as saying: “We decided to take stock of where we were 
and what’s happening in Oxfordshire.  

“It’s not entirely a children’s centre initiative working with fathers but they certainly have been at the 
forefront of developing practice. They are now undergoing a radical change and we are looking to   
ensure that those centres that continue will be a model for that good practice.” 

 

Future-Proofing Fathers Work 

 
A report by Martin Andrews, commissioned by 

Oxfordshire Parenting Forum 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B9sif4xPkUe4Wi1xZWhlRlBhdGM
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The article also quoted 38-year-old stay-at-home dad Martin 
Thompson, who has enjoyed a range of parenting and father
-specific activities at Grandpont Children’s Centre—one of 
the centres due to be reinvented as an outreach centre.  

Mr Thompson told The Oxford Times that the sessions had 
been “really helpful”, adding: “To know you are not alone 
and be able to network with other dads has made a big dif-
ference. 

“We would be concerned to see it carry on. The work that 
has been done seems really worthwhile.” 

You can read the full article here: http://bit.ly/294iZ8U 

 

To find out more about plans for Oxfordshire’s children’s centres, see our feature on pages 10-11.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Have you visited the Oxfordshire Parenting Forum website? Here you will find details 
of OPF activities as well as parenting news across the county. Features on the website 
include: 

 Latest OPF news 

 Details of forthcoming seminars 

 Downloadable resources, including fathers’ work publications 

 How to apply for an OPF grant 

 Our entire archive of OPF newsletters 

 Who’s Who in OPF—find out who our trustees and patrons are 

 

Visit us at http://oxfordshireparentingforum.blogspot.co.uk. 
 

We also have our OxonDads website, which you can visit at 
http://www.oxondads.co.uk, and a website for our Dinosaur School at 
www.dinosaurschooloxon.co.uk. 

http://bit.ly/294iZ8U
http://oxfordshireparentingforum.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.oxondads.co.uk
http://www.dinosaurschooloxon.co.uk
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 NEXT OPF SEMINAR 
 

Dyslexia: How to support 

your  

child at home 
 

The Unicorn School, Abingdon 

Tuesday 12th July 2016, 6pm 
 
Aimed at primary school children, this seminar will involve a team of specialist teachers from The   
Unicorn School, Abingdon, offering valuable ideas on how parents and carers can support children in 
their reading, spelling and writing. Parents will be in small groups and throughout the session they will 
visit each teacher in a ’carousel’ arrangement. Similar sessions in the past have prompted the follow-
ing comments: 
 
“Excellent ideas and very worthwhile.” 
“I thought that the whole evening was very informative and helpful. Some great ideas and thoughts.” 
 
 

When:   Tuesday July 12th, 6pm  
Where:   The Unicorn School, 20 Marcham Road, Abingdon OX14 1AA  
Cost:    OPF members: £10  Non-members: £15  
Parking: There is free parking available at the school. 
Light refreshments will be provided 
 

 
BOOKING INFORMATION 

 
Places must be reserved in advance 

Please email admin@oxfordshire-parenting-forum.org.uk 
 

Payment must be made on the day or in advance by cheque or cash. Please make cheques payable to 
Oxfordshire Parenting Forum. Oxfordshire County Council delegates can pay by BACS using Creditor 

No. 11351.  
 

Important: if you would like to be invoiced for attending this event, please request this at the time 
of booking. We cannot accept invoice requests on the day.  

 
Oxford City Council delegates requesting an invoice must provide a Purchase Order number. 
 

mailto:admin@oxfordshire-parenting-forum.org.uk
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Coming Soon! 

 
We have a number of seminars in the planning, covering a wide range of topics.   Full details will be 
confirmed as soon as they are available.  
 
Don’t forget to check our  website http://oxfordshireparentingforum.blogspot.co.uk for the latest 
news!  

 

SEPTEMBER  
Helping children cope with bereavement 
 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER  
Tackling Domestic Abuse 
 
 
 
   JANUARY 2017 
   Parenting Teenagers 

 
 
 
If anyone has any ideas for topics they would like to see covered in future seminars, we’d love to hear 
from you!  Email admin@oxfordshire-parenting-forum.org.uk. 

 
 

 

                          Follow us on Twitter! 

 

Oxfordshire Parenting Forum is on Twitter! Follow @OxonParenting to keep up with OPF activities 

and the latest parenting news, information, tips and advice. 

And don’t forget to visit our website— 

http://oxfordshireparentingforum.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:admin@oxfordshire-parenting-forum.org.uk


Page 6 

 

 

 

W 
e had a good turnout for our June seminar, which 
looked at the benefits of exploring the outdoor 
world with your children and grandchildren. Led 

by Annie Davey, the seminar  included a film, presentation 
and discussion based on a recent project with children and 
parents in Blackbird Leys, Oxford, and a grandparents’        
enquiry group sponsored by Oxfordshire Parenting Forum.  

Themes explored included: 

 Understanding the place of landscape and nature within 
our own development 

 Opening sense doorways, windows and skylights 

 Slowing down and being present 

 Companionship learning 

 Values and a pedagogy for ecology. 

 

Comments on the seminar from delegates included: 

“All helpful— inspired me to keep pushing for more outdoor learning. Thank you.”  

“Multi-media presentation with excellent illustrative evidence of 
ecological learning.” 

“It gave me time to think about my relationship with nephews,  
future children and grandchildren. Also inspired me to talk to my 
friends who work in primary school education about the impor-
tance of nature in growth and 
development.” 

“Made me reflect on my own practice and realize that other     
people are realizing the value of outdoors, which has been my  
passion for years.” 

“Fabulous film—can think of many others to share it with. Hope it 
snowballs!” 

 

Annie Davy is an independent consultant who has had an enduring interest in early childhood develop-

ment and in human connection with Nature.  Annie is an experienced leader in Early Years (former 

Head of Early Years for Oxfordshire) and works locally and nationally. For this project she worked 

with Zoe Broughton, an independent film maker and activist (https://vimeo.com/urchinmedia) and 

many other associates.  
 

See pages  4-5 for details of our next seminar and future seminar programme. 

A Sense of Place: Mindful Learning 
Together Outdoors 

 

A report on OPF’s recent seminar led by early years and 
nature expert Annie Davey 

https://vimeo.com/urchinmedia
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O 
ur nineteenth Annual General Meeting is open to all, so do come along on 1st July and see 
what OPF is all about! Light refreshments will be available from 5.45pm, and the meeting 
starting promptly at 6pm with a guest speaker (to be announced). The AGM will follow at 

7pm. All are welcome to attend, but please note that you must be a member of OPF to stand for   
election as a trustee and to take part in the nomination and election of trustees. See page 12 for a 
membership form and details about OPF membership.    

 

AGM Agenda 
 

 1. Welcome and introductions 

 2. Apologies:  Please email: admin@oxfordshire-parenting-forum.org.uk 

 3. Minutes of last meeting  

 4. Matters Arising 

 5. Presentation of Annual Report. This will be presented from the Chair. Individual members and 

project workers will speak about their work within the report.  

 6. Presentation of summary Annual Accounts for 2014-15 by Glen Scrivener, Hon. Treasurer.  

 7. Proposal to accept the Annual Report      

 8. Election of trustees for 2015-16 (voting members of the Executive Committee). 

In accordance with our new constitution, a third of the trustees should resign each year based on 

length of service since last appointment, i.e. the longest-serving should resign. Resigning trustees 

may be re-appointed. This year three trustees need to resign so we need to make three new     

appointments. 

 9. Membership reminder 

 10. Brief notices and information sharing 

 11. Date of next AGM and Executive Committee meeting 

 12. Close of meeting, 8pm. 

OPF AGM 
Wednesday 20th July, 6pm-8pm 

North Abingdon Children’s Centre,  

Dunmore Primary School, Northcourt Road, Abingdon OX14 1NR 

All welcome 
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W 
ith the support of Oxfordshire Parent-
ing Forum, Clear Sky Children’s Foun-
dation has been able to run its first 
training course for parents using  

therapeutic play skill to strengthen the parent-
child attachment. 

The course, titled PLAY for Parents, took place in the first 
two academic terms of 2015 with seven parents from     
various primary schools in the Woodstock School Partner-
ship. 

The course was delivered by Play Therapist and Charity CEO, 
Sophia Giblin, and Clear Sky’s Head of Therapeutic Services, 
Sue Harrison.  

PLAY for Parents aimed to provide parents with the skills 
needed to relate to children at their own level using their 
own language – play!  

The parents were taught non-directive, child-led play skills 
which they could then use in weekly ‘Special Play’ sessions with their child. This format helped the 
parents schedule in quality time with their child, and enabled them to really tune into their child’s 
needs, wants and wishes during the play which ultimately promoted understanding between parents 
and their children.   

Parents learnt a variety of skills including active listening and reflecting, how to effectively set 
boundaries and give choices, and how to give a child credit rather than praise. They also became     
familiar with how to identify and acknowledge their child’s feelings so they know they are under-
stood, as well as how to communicate the special things they notice about their child.  

Sophia Giblin, Charity CEO, says: “It has been wonderful to be able to share some of our skills and 
knowledge as Play Therapists with parents who want to make positive changes for their children at 
home. Through play we can help parents to reconnect with their children and strengthen the parent-
child relationship, helping children to feel safe and happy.” 

After the 10-week course, all children saw a decrease in their overall problems, with the most notice-
able change being a 41% decrease in their emotional difficulties measured using Goodman’s Strengths 
and Difficulties Questionnaire. 

Clear Sky received some great feedback from parents with one commenting: “The play sessions made 
a huge difference to my child. He seems closer, more secure and it feels like we have more of a bond.” 

The course has helped to empower parents to become ‘agents of change’ for their children and Clear 
Sky looks forward to helping many more parents through this course in the future. 

Focus on Play for Parents  
A project run by the Clear Sky Children’s 
Foundation and funded by an OPF grant 

 
By Sophie Giblin,  CEO 
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What is the Clear Sky Children’s Foundation? 
Clear Sky was founded in 2010 by Sophia Giblin, who suffered the trauma of losing her mother when 
she was in her teens and found herself having to look after her younger sisters. With a personal      
understanding of how circumstances can have a devastating effect on childhood, she has now devel-
oped play therapy for children and young people with emotional and behavioural difficulties.  The 
charity also offers full-day training courses in play therapy which are suitable for teachers, teaching 
assistants, children’s centre workers, social workers, early intervention workers and other childcare 
professionals.  
 
To find out more about the Clear Sky Children’s Foundation, visit www.clear-sky.org.uk.  

 
 
 

Please send us your contributions! 
 

The next newsletter will be out in September, and we would love to 
include your news, forthcoming dates, event reports and anything 

else you would like to share with other parenting practitioners. 

Please send contributions to:  

admin@oxfordshire-parenting-forum.org.uk 

Deadline: Friday 26th August 2016 

http://www.clear-sky.org.uk/
mailto:admin@oxfordshire-parenting-forum.org.uk
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T 
he Oxford Times reported in April that Oxfordshire County Council has confirmed it will keep 
local children’s centres and early intervention hubs open until March 2017 while discussions 
continue about how to keep as many of the centres and hubs open as possible. 

On May 16th, the council announced plans for a new social care service for youngsters aged up to 19, 
consisting of eighteen centres across the county. These would include eight ‘children and family     
centres’, as well as further centres offering outreach support. This extension to the original proposal 
has been made possible by using the £2m saved from the budget cuts in February. 

Melinda Tilley, the county council cabinet member for children, education and families, said that it 
was not impossible to keep all 44 children’s centres open with the current budgetary constraints, but 
hoped the revised plan would be acceptable to campaigners.  

Under the new proposals, the county council will continue to fund the eight children and family     
centres, which will offer targeted services for vulnerable families including offering parenting advice 
and support for those suffering the effects of domestic violence, substance abuse, mental health 
problems. The centres will be supported by two additional bases. 

The outreach centres will be self-funding and offer limited services, supported by community groups 
and visiting social workers. 

The council also intends to offer ‘stay and play’ events at the county’s 43 libraries, where staff will be 
trained to spot signs of neglect and abuse.  

Around 200 of the current 450 children’s centre and early intervention hubs workers are still facing          
redundancy. 

 

Oxfordshire’s Children’s Centres 
 

The battle continues 
 

Which centres will stay open? 
 

Children and family centres:    Outreach centres: 

Abingdon Early Intervention Hub   The Sunshine Centre, Banbury 

Banbury Early Intervention Hub   North Banbury Centre 

Bicester Early Intervention Hub   Britannia Road Centre, Banbury 

Didcot Early Intervention Hub   The Ace Centre, Chipping Norton 

West Oxfordshire Early Intervention Hub   Stephen Freeman Children’s Centre, Didcot 

The Roundabout Centre, Barton, Oxford  Elms Road Children’s Centre, Botley 

The Leys Children’s Centre, Blackbird Leys  Grandpont Children’s Centre, Oxford 

Rose Hill Children’s Centre, Oxford   The Slade & Headington Children’s Centre 

 

Locality bases: 

East Street Children’s Centre, Banbury 
East Oxford Children’s Centre, Oxford 
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Local protest 

On 11th May, parents and children staged a protest against the county’s plans by setting up a mock 

children’s centre in the café at County Hall. You can read the Oxford Times report here: http://

bit.ly/293aQCp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oxfordshire’s first community-run children’s centre 
In more positive news, the county’s first community-run children’s centre, Happy Hub, opened at 
Cholsey Pavilion on 28th May. Mark Gray, the county councillor for Benson and Cholsey and chairman 
of Benson Parish Council, hopes this will inspire others to set up similar facilities elsewhere in the 
county. You can read more on this story here: http://bit.ly/2919aaD. 

 

http://bit.ly/293aQCp
http://bit.ly/293aQCp
http://bit.ly/2919aaD
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Contact No. 2 

Individual £10  

OPF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Individual & Concessionary 

Title 

First name 

Telephone number (home) 

Telephone number (work) 

Email address Mobile 

Address           Postcode 

Group — Please enter an individual or group leader’s name above in addition to group details 

Group/Company Name 

Contact No.1 

Email address Website 

New member? We would be very interested to find out how you heard about OPF. 

Please tick the box to indicate  which you are paying for and make cheques payable to Oxfordshire Parenting  

Forum. Send your completed form and payment to: PO Box 906, Oxford OX1 9QR. Thank you. 

Signature:         Date:  

 

 

 

OPF Membership 

Would you like to join us to help protect and develop parenting education and support in Oxfordshire? If 

so, please join  us! 

You can join OPF at any time of the year, and choose whether to pay for one year or two. As you will ap-

preciate, OPF is a charity and the income generated from membership is essential for our             ongoing 

work in supporting parenting practitioners. 

 
OPF members are entitled to: 

 Join a task group and get nominated onto our Executive;  

 Special rates for training courses, conferences, events and publications; 

 Receive this free newsletter four times a year; 

 Share teaching and training materials; 

 Share information, experience and ideas around parenting education; 

 Access to information about grant-giving bodies; 

 Attend the Annual General Meeting and the right to vote; 

 Take part in shaping the development of parenting education and support in Oxfordshire. 

 
Membership as an opportunity 

Your membership adds value to our organisation, and gives you and your agency extra opportunities for 

support and strength in meeting parenting needs in your area.  OPF is a growing entity and you can help 

to shape its future by adding your voice.  As a member, being on our database will also ensure that you 

receive the latest news and offers from our committed team.  Don't miss the chance!  

 

Telephone number 

Surname 

Telephone number 

Group £25  


