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Welcome to the new term.  We hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year 

holiday and are looking forward to 2016! Last term seemed the busiest yet for 

ARCh. 

New trustees 

We welcomed 3 new Trustees last term: volunteers David 

Bettle, David Jones and Headteacher of Windmill Primary 

School, Lynn Knapp. We are very grateful for their support. 

 
 

 

Read with the Stars  

September saw our special event come to life, after many months of planning. 

Around 450 children enjoyed an action packed afternoon at the Kassam 

Stadium and we were 

delighted to welcome tv 

and radio stars, 

footballers and authors, to 

spread the joy of books and inspire children to read. 

We received tremendous feedback and a full report is 

now on our website. We would like to say a very big 

thank you to those who donated to fund the event 

and to all those who helped to make it so successful. 

 Children’s TV stars Sam & Mark signing copies of 

their book Adventures of Long Arm 

Talks during the term 

We spoke about our work at North Oxford Golf Club where members raised 
£500 for ARCh, this was match funded by Barclays Bank. Particular thanks 
go to volunteers Margaret Brennan and Mike Cahill who are members of 
the club. 
 
We also presented to one of the Oxford Rotary groups who have promised 

to support us. 

Pupil Survey 

Yet again we received some inspiring 

feedback from schools we work with. 

A big thank you to all our dedicated 

volunteers. Thanks also go to Louise 

Wheeler of Research Oxford for all 

the work she has put in, analysing the 

results. This year our report has a 

new format and Louise has helped us 

produce a useful leaflet for schools 

which summarises our findings. 



Coffee mornings 
It was good to see so many volunteers meeting up at Hilliers Garden 
Centre Banbury, Millets Farm and the new venue of Wyevale Oxford.  
Dates of this 
term’s meetings 
are on Dates for 
Diary page. 
Please make a 
note of all the 
relevant dates/
times for this 
term now so that 
you don’t miss 
out! 
 

 

Child Protection 
Refresher  

Child Protection is of the 
utmost importance within 
ARCh and the responsibility 
of every volunteer, staff 
member and trustee.  
More than 70 volunteers 

attended the courses we 

provided in venues across 

Oxfordshire last term, 

providing useful reminders 

on this most important 

topic. We ask volunteers to 

attend such refreshers at 

least every 3 years.  

         Book Donations 
 
We were lucky enough to receive some 
fabulous books last term from  
Siobhan Dowd 
Sainsburys 
Toppsta 
GivingWorld 
Oxfam Banbury 
Barefoot Books 

Plus donations from individual 
volunteers. We are grateful to 
volunteer and ARCh librarian 
Janet Turner for keeping our 
stocks in order. 

 

Library Service 
Many volunteers borrow 

books from their local library 

to use during their ARCh 

sessions. Do please tell your 

librarian that you volunteer 

for ARCh; they may issue 

you with a special card which 

will entitle you to reserve 

books free of charge. 

ARCh Safe from Harm cards 

We provide every volunteer with this 
card during the initial training 
course. Please ensure you read 
through it regularly and keep it up-
dated if Child Protection Officers at 
your school change.  
We also provide the home telphone 
numbers of your ARCh Field Worker 
so that you can report any concerns 
to us immediately. 

We do ask that you keep calls for 

non emergency matters to office 

hours only. 

Be sure to come to one of the 
Book Exchanges to get your 

new selection of books!  

Thank you to ARCh supporter 
Elaine Eastgate who has written 

to the Duchess of Cornwall to 
inform her on the work of ARCh. 
We hope for a royal visit soon!   

Duologues 
ARCh volunteer Maggie Lloyd (aka Tracey Lloyd) has produced a number of duologues which have proved very 
successful in ARCh sessions. These ‘two parters’ are great fun, perfect for sharing and encouraging expressive 
reading. If you have used any in your session, or indeed would like to, please contact Maggie  
maggie.lloyd@btopenworld.com  Maggie would like to explore the possibility of publishing the duologues;  
if you can help please do contact her. 

mailto:maggie.lloyd@btopenworld.com


Christmas meeting 
 
We were delighted to welcome author Jane Bingham to talk about her non fiction 
books. Jane brought a selection of books to shows and talked 
about features such as text boxes, quizzes, reading/interest age. 
Jane very kindly donated some of her books to ARCh. 
A big thank you to Jane who has also volunteered for ARCh  
herself; we hope to welcome her back again soon. 
 
The meeting was also the opportunity for us to showcase the film 

of our Read with the Stars event, a perfect record of a very busy 

and successful day. Chris Smith from Oxford Media Factory did a fabulous job    

producing this for us. We were pleased that some of our stars, guests and helpers 

were present at the meeting, including John & 

Anne Wattam, organisers of Readathon, a  

fantastic literary event which takes place at 

Milton Manor. We hope that ARCh will have a 

part in the Readathon this year – more details 

will follow in due course – the event will take 

place on 17
th
 September 2016. 

 
 

Vale Awards lunch  

Elaine and Julia attended a celebratory lunch 
where Kate Anstis and Bob Price received 
Awards from The Vale of the White Horse  
District Council 

Many thanks to all our supporters! 
 
We are pleased to be receiving funding from 
St Michaels All Saints Charities 
Sovereign Housing 
Nuffield College 
Oxford University Press (proceeds of Christmas card 
sale) 
And the Gannett Foundation  
(link http://www.oxfordmail.co.uk/
news/14169214.ARCh_thrilled_to_receive_3900_grant
for_new_books/?ref=mr&lp=13) 
We were especially     

excited to receive this 

grant which will enable 

us to purchase lots of 

lovely new resources for 

the children we work 

with.     If you have any 

requests for particular 

books or games please let us have the details and we 

will order for you. 

Witney Volunteer Fair - Thursday January 21st  

A Volunteer Recruitment Day is being hosted by Volunteer Link-Up in conjunction with Witney Town 
Council to be held at Witney Corn Exchange.  ARCh will be present and we are asking if any volunteers 

would be prepared to help man the stall - please let the office know if you can help. 

Book Exchange Meetings 
We are looking forward to      
seeing everyone at our book 
swap meetings this term – 
please see the Dates for Diary 
page.  
Volunteers are very welcome to 
attend any of the venues, drop 
in any time during the sessions 
(or stay for the whole time!) and 
enjoy refreshments whilst 
browsing our books and chatting 
with other volunteers. We will have some 
wonderful new resources available, thanks 
to funding we have received.  
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